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DeMoaria Lobs
ADL 670 stereo tube limiter

Crary a8 it gounds, well-fingnced producers,
engincers, and studic gwners Rave for years been
willing to pay upwards of 530,000 for a genuine
Fairchild 670 stomeo compresse. These back (and bank)
breaking beasts were originally used for wimd
mastering and arg rengvmed for thedr smooth, muical
resparid and thick but clean sound,

The Fairchild 870 s one of those rare items that i
hard o make sound bad. Tes unusual design employs
14 transformers for a start-to-finish  balanced
ciatt—this is why it sounds so free of distortion, Tt
also employs a total of twenty (1) assorted tubes.
Bacause of the dheer mumber of transformers and
tubes—not to mention cemolubed witing schemes—
it’s been a peactical impossibitity to replicate the
&F0°s  owenall  characteristlcs  accurstely. Each
trarsformer—Llang out of production—would have to
B reverue-engineened by trial and ermor Any dight
migcaloulation fm the Lignal chain would shew the
dindte’s perfarmance. T remember about ben years sgo
being shorked at the price of the Fairchilds and, cut
of curicsity, asking a techic friend if he could laok
inkn the possibility of donirg a 670, “Sure. How hard
could it beX” was his response, He did a Lttle ressanch
and later called me with the grim news: “Um, you
dan't want 1o apen wp that can of woms...”

Well, it took quite a while, but someone was finally
willlrsy ta open up that can of worms and crack the
code, It makes sense that Uhe individual in question
was Amihary Demaria, well known for bis bigh-quality
LA?A-type compressars and fube direct baooms,
Desearis’s team spent years painstakingly replicating
the Fairchild 670 companent-by-component. The
result is the Hmited-nan ADL 820,

[ was able to check owt the ADL 670 and AJB it
with a virtage Fairchild 670, I put both units thraugh
the paces, running identical meterial through tham
with matched settings, | mostly stuck with
unmastered stefen mises of ook music (a very
common use for the §70), T'd be hand peessed to say
thire was amy diffesence in the two. They both made
the mixes sound louder and thicker without
sacrificing ary bigh or low end or distorting fn any
audible way. If anything, maybe, the 30-plus year old
Faiirchild had am occasional sandy quality to the low
mids. Maybe. But T might be grasping at straws. Ta
me, they mally were the same machine.

They cemafnly had similar heft and girth., The
compressor itself is six rackspaces in height and
wirlghes fn ak 42 k2. Yow. Dut wait, these's more, The
remate power supply (fself using four tubes) is
angther theee rackspaces tall and weighs 42 lbs,
The whole deal tales yp some real estate, but at
Least it lpoks good and seunds great.

Dhry, dhe price. S18,500, Out of almost everyone's
league, but understandable considering the ridiculows
amaant of research imvolved and the cost of fabricating
numernus unique companents. And considerably less
than & higher-mainterance vintage Fainchild, {518 500
MARF; ww; amthomaemonalabe, com)
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